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Throughout the late 19th century, Cubans and Filipinos led calls for independence against
Spanish colonial rule. Conflicts between island independence fighters and colonizers reached a
global audience by the eve of the 20th century. As a result, the United States entered the conflict
under the guise of supporting liberty and democracy abroad and thus declared war on Spain. The
Treaty of Paris of 1898, which ended the War and thus Spanish colonial rule, resulted in the U.S.
acquisition of territories off its coasts. 1898 marked a monumental turn for global politics. This
micro-syllabus, 1898 and Its Aftermath: America’s Imperial Influence, touches on different
articles that use the 1898 Spanish-Cuban-American War as a jumping-off point to understand
how issues such as labor, citizenship, weather, and sports were impacted by America's racism
and white supremacy across the globe.
Prior to 1898, the United States’ policies were largely continental, save for Alaska in 1867.
Acquiring overseas territories was not a mission for the federal government, and in fact the U.S.
criticized Britain and Germany for their imperial endeavors. However, in the decades leading up
to the 20th century, the U.S. slowly built its presence through global military initiatives, its global
communication networks, and its transportation infrastructure. Extensive foreign policy and
military initiatives during the Gilded Age ensured America’s position in this global competition
for power against the likes of Spain, Russia, Japan, and Britain. Like other imperial powers, the
United relied on increasingly solid racial hierarchies to create distinctions between "civilized"
and "uncivilized" nations. This understanding, steeped in notions of Anglo-Saxon superiority and
white supremacy, determined which nations were incorporated into the global markets as leaders
and which were incorporated as resources; further, the world was being divided into those who
were “fit” to govern and those who were “unfit” to govern. The United States’ views on
acquiring off-shore territories had completely shifted by the eve of the Spanish-Cuban-American
War when the nation began its largest imperial empire-building project under the guise of dutiful
democracy-building abroad for “uncivilized” peoples.
1898 and Its Aftermath: America’s Imperial Influence represents a wide-ranging set of historical
interventions on the historiography of U.S. imperialism in places impacted by 1898 and its
aftermath. From the shifting legal status of citizenship for Puerto Ricans to weather reports and
its impact on agriculture in Cuba, these articles underscore how and why the Spanish-CubanAmerican War of 1898 and its aftermath is a critical moment on which to pause and reflect on
issues of racism, white supremacy, and American exceptionalism. Articles by Pietruska, Ventura,
and Rouleau show how people, technology, and novels created knowledge infrastructures that
served the U.S. imperial project. As Rouleau writes, “Empires need stories as much as they need
guns” (480). But as Julie Greene and Giovannetti-Torress would argue, empires also need labor.
Movable labor was critical to the functioning of the global economy as seen in the two
previously mentioned and McGreevey. Further, citizenship, migration, and labor are all critical
themes prevalent in the texts by Erman, McGreevey, Greene, Zeiler, and Giovannetti-Torress.
All these articles and books utilize different entry points into the Spanish-Cuban-American War
and its impacts across the globe, but all stay focused on a critique of Anglo-Saxonism, U.S.
imperialism, and empire building at the turn of the twentieth century.

The articles included in this micro-syllabus originate from the annals of The Journal of the
Gilded Age and the Progressive Era in an attempt to bring forth histories published in the journal
about racial violence, racism, and white supremacy imbedded in U.S. Imperialism. Other
publications by Cambridge University Press are included to provide greater contextual history.
The making of this micro-syllabus also revealed considerable gaps in GAPE scholarship. Areas
where scholars can and should pursue questions in relation to 1898 and Its Aftermath: America’s
Imperial Influence include: the Philippine-American War, the annexation of Hawai’i, and the
occupation of Haiti. These histories could further lend to this micro-syllabus. Increasing the
number of texts on this topic provides a more robust understanding of the imperial reach of the
United States during the Gilded Age and the Progressive Era. Further, these texts could reveal
more direct relationships between the U.S.’s imperial reach and its accumulation of capital, its
solidification of racial hierarchies, and its continual atrocities at home and abroad.
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